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Valparaiso University Students Make WAVES                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
 

In 2003, some Valparaiso University engineering students got 
wind of a new organization called Engineers Without Borders and 
decided that they wanted to start a student chapter of their own. 
EWB-Valpo became the first chapter outside EWB’s home state 
of Colorado to receive a project assignment. Since then, the 
chapter has undertaken multiple projects in four different 
countries and has changed their university student organization 
name to WAVES (Working Across Vocations Everywhere through 
Service) to reflect their need to collaborate with students of all 
backgrounds and interests that are not solely engineering. 
 

WAVES current focuses include an EWB project involving the 
construction of a water tank in Nicaragua, and a separate project 
working on education in Haiti.  
 

 
                                                    WAVES members at water tank site in Nicaragua 
 

When completed, the water tank in Nicaragua will meet the clean 
water needs of a growing village of more than 1800 people whose 
current tank regularly runs dry in the middle of the day during the 
dry season, forcing them to resort to Lake Nicaragua as their 
source of water. This new tank will keep families from needing to 
use the muddy and contaminated lake water and provide the 
village with extra storage of the sparkling spring water that is 
supplied through the gravity fed system.  

  
AVFCW Training in Action 
 

Jennifer Berg, Regional Grant 
Officer, Rotary International, attended 
A Vision For Clean Water/CAWST’s 
April training on Household Water 
Treatment and Safe Storage and 
Drinking Water Quality Testing. 
When reviewing a recent grant 
proposal, she was able to put her 
training to good use.  The grant 
sponsor said they had completed 
water quality testing and that the 
results “indicated no major concern in 
terms of the quality of water sources 
from this water system.” They sent 
test results indicating a “fecal 
Coliform Count of 550 cfu/100ml.”  
From her training and the testing 
done in the lab, Jennifer knew this 
count meant a dangerous risk and 
the water must be treated. 
 
Jennifer said “prior to your training I 
would have passed right by this. Now 
we will be able to coach these 
Rotarians into a better project. Thank 
you!” 
 
        …………………………………… 
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                                    Valpo students test water quality at Haitian orphanage 

 
 
As WAVES begins to explore future partnerships with a couple of 
orphanages and a medical clinic in Haiti, students are 
experimenting with different ideas for education and engineering 
projects to meet the needs of these partners. WAVES students 
have given basic sanitation lessons to Haitian students and tested 
the quality of water sources at the orphanage in addition to other 
miscellaneous projects. Over the next few months and years, 
WAVES will develop a clearer picture of what the largest needs 
are and what their future projects in Haiti will include. 
 

In April 2017, six members of WAVES were privileged to attend 
AVFCW’s workshop on Water Quality Testing and are very 
excited to see what the connections made and knowledge gained 
at that workshop will help them do in the future. 

by Krista Stribling, WAVES President 
 

 
             Chris, Jenna, Tim, Amanda, Christine and Krista at AVFCW’s workshop 

Donate to AVFCW 

Make a donation: provide a 

workshop scholarship, help 

install water filters and 

sanitation in developing 

countries. 

avisionforcleanwater.org 

Become a sustaining member                                                                  

via PayPal. Use the DONATE 

button on the AVFCW homepage 

and choose Recurring.                                                                                    
 

100% OF YOUR DONATION TO A VISION 
FOR CLEAN WATER GOES DIRECTLY TO 
SUPPORT OUR MISSION.  WE HAVE NO 
PAID STAFF AND PAY OUR OWN TRAVEL 
EXPENSES. 
 

Help us save postage. Receive The 
Vision electronically by emailing:  
subscribe@avisionforcleanwater.org 
 

To unsubscribe please email: 
unsubscribe@avisionforcleanwater.org 
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