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A Vision for Clean Water 

Marks 15 Years 
 
     Co-founders of A Vision for Clean Water, 
John and Eileen Heasley, visited Nepal in 
2002 and saw for the first time how bad the 
water situation was in one of the least 
developed countries in the world.  It 
touched their hearts and inspired them to 
do something to help. 
      When they returned home they did a lot 
of research and found that Biosand water 
filters work without electricity and are 
easily produced and maintained in 
developing countries.  After attending a 
training seminar the couple began setting 
up workshops to teach participants about  
Biosand  and other appropriate filters.  
     They soon realized they needed 
experienced professionals who are aware of 
the newest technologies  to do the training.  
Now Centre for Affordable Water and  
Sanitation Technologies ( CAWST)  provides 
the training for not only the filter 
workshops but also for workshops on 
sanitation, rainwater harvesting and water 
testing.  
      The Heasleys are very grateful that A 
Vision for Clean Water is supported by a 
wonderful volunteer  board of directors and 
other enthusiastic volunteers allowing 
donations to go directly to the cause.  

 
15 years later John and Eileen are still laughing 

and still sifting sand for water filters 
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Latrine Implementation Workshop 

To Be Presented This Spring 
 

April 26 - 28, 2019 
 

This two and a half day workshop will provide those 
interested in water and sanitation projects in developing 
countries  with an overview of latrine program 
implementation.  This is the latest (and new to us) workshop 
from the Centre for Affordable Water and Sanitation 
Technologies (CAWST) and enables participants to select 
approaches that are appropriate for their context as well as 
key resources to learn more about these different approaches. 
 
 The workshop brings together people active in implementing 
water and sanitation projects throughout the developing 
world allowing participants to learn from the experiences of 
others in addition the instruction of the CAWST teachers. 
 
We encourage attendees to stay at the retreat center to enrich 
their experience with shared meals and evening speakers.  
Class size is limited so register early. 
 

Dates: April 26 - 28 
8:00 am Friday to 1:30 pm Sunday 

 optional evening activities are offered 
 

Location: Colombiere Conference Center,  
9075 Big Lake Road, Clarkston, MI 48346 

 
Cost: Full workshop including room 

 for 2 nights and meals 
  $450 (Full registration fee) 
  $250 (students and volunteers) 
 
 To Register: send inquiries to Peter Tanner 
   ptanner@avisionforcleanwater.org 
 
 More details can be found at 
 http://avisionforcleanwater.org/latrines-2019/ 
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Donate to AVFCW 

Make a donation: provide a 

workshop scholarship, help 

install water filters and 

sanitation in developing 

countries. 

avisionforcleanwater.org 
or 

190 Paragon, Troy, MI 48098 

Become a sustaining member via 

PayPal. Use the DONATE button 

on the AVFCW homepage and 

choose Recurring. 
 

100% OF YOUR DONATION TO A VISION 
FOR CLEAN WATER GOES DIRECTLY TO 
SUPPORT OUR MISSION.  WE HAVE NO 
PAID STAFF AND PAY OUR OWN TRAVEL 
EXPENSES. 
 

Help us save postage. Receive The 
Vision electronically by emailing:  
subscribe@avisionforcleanwater.org 
 

To unsubscribe please email: 
unsubscribe@avisionforcleanwater.org 
 

 
OUR BOARD 

Eileen Heasley 
Erica Gwynn 
Jeannette Saquet, Ph.D. 
Scott Brills 
Peter Tanner 
Nikki Beetsch 
Maureen Field 
Kay Ehrke, Newsletter Editor 

 
 

 
 

We Welcome Nikki Beetsch to the Board 

 
 
Nikki  Beetsch, Principal Research Investigator with  
NSF International, joined the AVFCW board in July.  She 
has been with NSF, a global public health company 
headquartered in Ann Arbor, Michigan, for 20 years 
and has  largely focused on water initiatives -- source 
water protection, drinking water, wastewater scarcity 
and sustainability. She is particularly passionate about 
supporting the water needs of low resource and 
emergency settings both domestically and globally. She 
is also a consultant to the World Health Organization 
for a household drinking water initiative. She has been 
appointed by the Gates Foundation to participate in the 
International Working Agreement for Community Scale 
Resource Oriented Sanitation Treatment Systems and 
continues her work on the technical advisory group for 
this ISO Standard development. 
 
Nikki is thrilled to join AVFCW board and hopes to 
become more connected to the  implementer 
community that is served by this organization. She also 
expects to gain further understanding of how she can 
better serve water projects globally.  Nikki has a 
Bachelor of Science degree from Bowling Green 
University and a Master's degree in Environmental 
Science/Biology from Wright State University. 
 
 
 

 

Nikki and friends at water treatment and 

storage workshop in Nagpur, India 

http://avisionforcleanwater.org/
http://avisionforcleanwater.org/
mailto:subscribe@avisionforcleanwater.org
mailto:unsubscribe@avisionforcleanwater.org

